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Summary

In 2024, 44,549 Kazakh nationals were resident in South
Korea on 31 December, 1.7 percent of all resident
foreigners. Kazakhstan was the 17th-largest nationality
among registered foreigners, the long-term residents
(20,482 people, 1.4 percent), and the 14th-largest among
all resident foreigners, a count that also includes short-
term visitors and F-4 holders. The population was small
until the mid-2010s: 2,705 in 2006, 1,878 in 2010, and
3,865 in 2014, when Kazakhstan ranked 25th among
registered foreigners and 30th among all resident
foreigners. By 2019 the count had risen to 34,638,
roughly nine times the 2014 figure. After falling to 29,278
in 2020, it rose again to a peak of 45,764 in 2023.

Highlights

» In 2024, Kazakhstan was the 17th-largest nationality
among registered foreigners in South Korea (20,482
people) and the 14th-largest among all resident
foreigners (44,549 people), up from 25th and 30th place
in 2014.

» In 2024, 42.9 percent of Kazakh residents held an
overseas Korean status (F-4 or H-2), compared with 24.5
percent of all resident foreigners, and F-4 holders rose
from 5,215 in 2019 to 14,501 in 2024.

» The Ministry of Justice counted 11,306 unauthorized
Kazakh residents in 2024, equal to 25.4 percent of
Kazakh resident foreigners and the seventh-largest
count of any nationality.

Many Kazakh nationals in Korea are Koryo-saram, ethnic
Koreans whose families were deported from the Soviet Far
East to Central Asia in 1937; about 100,000 ethnic Koreans live
in Kazakhstan today (Korean Embassy in Kazakhstan, 2026).
They have entered Korea mainly through the overseas Korean
visas, H-2 (visiting employment) and F-4 (overseas Korean)
(Ministry of Government Legislation, 2026). In February 2026
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the Ministry of Justice merged these two statuses into F-4
(Ministry of Justice, 2026), and in August 2026 Kazakhstan
became the 18th sending country under the Employment
Permit System (E-9), with the first workers expected from
2028 (Herald Corp, 2026).

Compared with all resident foreigners in 2024, Kazakh
residents were more likely to be children (12.8 percent aged 0-
14, against 5.7 percent) and to hold overseas Korean or family
statuses. They were much less likely to hold work visas (0.7
percent in the employment group, against 19.2 percent) or
permanent residence (1.3 percent, against 7.7 percent). This
Spotlight describes the size, location, age and sex, visa status,
naturalization, and unauthorized residence of Kazakh nationals
in South Korea, drawing on the KIRD dataset (KIRD, 2026) and
published sources.

BOX 1
Definitions

Resident foreigners (HlF2|=2l). All foreign nationals residing
in South Korea with a valid status on 31 December of each
year, including short-term visitors and overseas Koreans who
report their residence. This is the headline count in this
Spotlight.

Registered foreigners (S22|=¢l). Foreign nationals residing
in South Korea for more than 90 days who register with
immigration authorities, a subset of resident foreigners.
Holders of the F-4 (overseas Korean) visa report their place of
residence instead of registering, so they are not in registered
counts. District-level figures in this Spotlight are for registered
foreigners.

Kazakh residents and Koryo-saram. The Ministry of Justice
counts people by nationality. Kazakh residents therefore
include ethnic Kazakhs and other citizens of Kazakhstan,
among them Koryo-saram (ethnic Koreans of the former Soviet
Union) who hold Kazakh citizenship. Holders of the F-4 and H-
2 visas are ethnic Koreans by the terms of those visas.

Unauthorized residents. Foreign nationals who remain in
South Korea after their permitted period of residence has
expired, as reported in table 6-4 of the Ministry of Justice
immigration yearbook.
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1 Size of the Population over Time

The number of Kazakh resident foreigners remained below
4,000 between 2006 and 2014 (2,705 in 2006, 1,878 in 2010,
and 3,865 in 2014). It grew to 34,638 by 2019. After a drop to
29,278 in 2020 and 29,616 in 2021, the population rose to
41,840 in 2022 and peaked at 45,764 in 2023, then declined
slightly to 44,549 in 2024.

FIGURE 1
Kazakh Resident Foreigners and Registered Foreigners in
South Korea, 2006-24
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Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

KAZAKH IMMIGRANTS IN SOUTH KOREA

Registered foreigners made up a falling share of the total. In
2006, 2,015 of 2,705 Kazakh residents (74 percent) were
registered; by 2024 the figure was 20,482 of 44,549 (46.0
percent). Those outside the registered count are F-4 holders,
who report residence instead of registering, and short-term
visitors. Kazakhstan therefore ranked lower among registered
foreigners than among all resident foreigners in 2024 (17th
against 14th), while in 2014 it ranked higher on the registered
basis (25th against 30th).

FIGURE 2

Growth of Kazakh Residents Compared with the 19 Other
Largest Nationalities in South Korea, 2019-24 (Index 2019 =
100)
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Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

TABLE 1

Kazakh Resident and Registered Foreigners in South Korea, Selected Years

Resident Registered Rank among Rank among Share of allresident  Share of all registered
Year foreigners foreigners  resident foreigners registered foreigners foreigners (%) foreigners (%)
2006 2,705 2,015 24 22 0.3 0.3
2014 3,865 2,176 30 25 0.2 0.2
2019 34,638 17,499 14 16 1.4 1.4
2024 44,549 20,482 14 17 1.7 1.4

Note: Resident foreigners include short-term visitors and F-4 holders who report their residence; registered foreigners are long-term residents who register with

immigration authorities. Ranks are among all nationalities on each basis.

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

Measured against 2019, the Kazakh population stood at an
index of 128.6 in 2024 (a 28.6 percent increase). This placed
Kazakhstan ninth in growth among the 20 largest nationalities
over 2019-24.

2 Distribution by Province and District

District-level data cover the 20,482 Kazakh registered
foreigners in 2024. The Incheon and Gyeonggi area accounted
for 42.4 percent of them and Seoul for 7.0 percent, so 49.4
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percent lived in the capital region, compared with 55.2 percent
of all foreign residents. The Chungcheong provinces
accounted for 23.9 percent, Yeongnam 17.8 percent, Honam
7.9 percent, and Gangwon and Jeju 1.1 percent. Some 7.7
percent lived in rural counties (gun), compared with 10.6
percent of all foreign residents.



FIGURE 3
Kazakh Registered Foreigners by Region of South Korea, 2024
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Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice district statistics on registered
foreigners, 2024.

The ten largest districts accounted for 53.3 percent of Kazakh
registered foreigners in 2024, and 41 districts had at least 100.
Incheon Yeonsu-gu had the most (2,126), followed by Asan-si
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in South Chungcheong (1,813). The two districts of Ansan
together had 2,028 (1,188 in Danwon-gu and 840 in Sangnok-
gu). Kazakh nationals made up 11.7 percent of all registered
foreigners in Yeonsu-gu, 8.5 percent in Gyeongju-si, and 7.7
percent in Asan-si.

The index of dissimilarity (D) between Kazakh registered
foreigners and all other registered foreigners across districts
rose from 0.507 in 2014 to 0.586 in 2024, so in 2024, 58.6
percent of Kazakh residents would have had to move to match
the distribution of other foreigners. No district met the KIRD
definition of an ethnic enclave in 2024 (a location quotient of at
least 2 and the group making up at least 30 percent of the
district's foreign residents); the highest share was 11.7 percent,
in Yeonsu-gu.

3 Age and Sex

Women made up 45.3 percent of Kazakh residents in 2024
(20,185 of 44,549), up from 42.0 percent in 2019 and close to
the 45.1 percent among all resident foreigners. The largest
five-year age group in 2024 was 25-29, and the median fell in
the 30-34 group.

FIGURE 4

Districts with the Most Kazakh Registered Foreigners in South Korea, 2024
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Children were more common than among foreigners overall. In
2024, 5,703 Kazakh residents (12.8 percent) were aged 0-14,
compared with 5.7 percent of all resident foreigners; in 2019
the figure was 2,649 (7.6 percent). Children under 5 numbered
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1,775 in 2024, up from 1,081 in 2019. Adults aged 20-39 made
up 48.7 percent in 2024 (49.7 percent for all resident
foreigners), and people aged 60 and older 4.8 percent (12.9
percent for all resident foreigners).
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TABLE 2

Ten Districts with the Most Kazakh Registered Foreigners, 2024

District Province Kazakh residents Share of district's foreign residents (%)
Incheon Yeonsu-gu Incheon 2,126 11.7
Asan-si Chungcheongnam-do 1,813 7.7
Ansan-si Danwon-gu Gyeonggi-do 1,188 3.1
Gyeongju-si Gyeongsangbuk-do 1,085 8.5
Gwangju Gwangsan-gu Gwangju 966 6.5
Hwaseong-si Gyeonggi-do 869 1.7
Ansan-si Sangnok-gu Gyeonggi-do 840 5.3
Pyeongtaek-si Gyeonggi-do 813 2.5
Anseong-si Gyeonggi-do 755 5.1
Gimhae-si Gyeongsangnam-do 457 1.8

Note: Registered foreigners only; F-4 holders are not included.

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice district statistics on registered foreigners, 2024.

FIGURE 6

4 Visa Status

In 2024, 42.9 percent of Kazakh residents held one of the two
overseas Korean statuses (F-4 or H-2), compared with 24.5
percent of all resident foreigners. Another 20.9 percent were
short-term visitors (19.7 percent overall), 17.5 percent held
marriage or family statuses (13.6 percent overall), and 13.2
percent held other statuses (5.2 percent overall). Only 0.7
percent held employment visas, against 19.2 percent of all
resident foreigners, and 1.3 percent held permanent residence
(F-5), against 7.7 percent.

FIGURE 5
Kazakh Residents in South Korea by Age and Sex, 2024
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Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

KIRD DATA PROFILES

Kazakh Residents and All Resident Foreigners in South Korea
by Visa Group, 2024
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F-4 was the most common single status in 2024, held by
14,501 Kazakh nationals (32.6 percent), up from 5,215 in 2019
and 782 in 2014. Kazakhstan had the sixth-largest number of
F-4 holders of any nationality in 2024. Between 2019 and
2024, H-2 holders fell from 7,762 to 4,615 and visa-exempt
visitors (B-1) from 11,541 to 9,066. Dependent family (F-3)
holders grew from 151 to 1,547, and visiting cohabitation (F-1)
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holders from 3,739 to 5,147. The 5,511 Kazakh holders of the
miscellaneous G-1 status in 2024 made up 9.7 percent of all G-
1 holders in Korea.

FIGURE 7
Kazakh Residents in South Korea by Visa Type, 2006-24
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Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

the former Soviet (CIS) region (Ministry of Government

5 Migration Channels and Policy Legislation, 2026). F-4 status is the other overseas Korean

route.
Ethnic Koreans from Kazakhstan have entered and worked in

South Korea mainly through the H-2 visiting employment visa,
the route for ethnic Koreans aged 18 and older from China and

TABLE 3
Most Common Visa Types among Kazakh Residents in South Korea, 2019 and 2024

Share of Kazakh residents, 2024 Share of all holders of this visa in Korea, 2024
Visa Meaning 2019 2024 (%) (%)
F-4  Overseas Korean 5,215 14,501 32.6 2.6
B-1 Visa exemption 11,541 9,066 20.4 4.4
G-1  Other 4,334 5,511 12.4 9.7

(miscellaneous)

F-1 Visiting cohabitation 3,739 5,147 11.6 5.2
H-2  Visiting employment 7,762 4,615 10.4 4.9
F-3  Dependent family 151 1,547 &b 2.9
D-2  Student 807 1,178 2.6 0.7

Note: Total Kazakh resident foreigners in 2024: 44,549. The H-2 status was merged into F-4 in February 2026.

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

On 12 February 2026, the Ministry of Justice merged the H-2 origin and covers about 860,000 overseas Koreans living in
and F-4 statuses into a single F-4 status. New H-2 visas are no Korea (Ministry of Justice, 2026). The KIRD data end in 2024
longer issued, and existing H-2 holders may change to F-4 and so predate this change.

before their permitted period ends. The ministry said the

change ends disputes over unequal treatment by country of
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On 14 August 2026, Korea's Foreign Workforce Policy
Committee designated Kazakhstan as the 18th sending
country under the Employment Permit System (E-9), the fourth
in Central Asia after Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan
(Herald Corp, 2026). Kazakhstan qualified because a
government agency deals exclusively with worker dispatch
and no problems were found with its training facilities; the first
workers are expected from 2028 (Korea Times, 2026). The
two governments signed a labor-sending memorandum of
understanding on 15 September 2026 (Newsis, 2026). In
2024, 0.7 percent of Kazakh residents held employment visas.

6 Naturalization

Between 2014 and 2024, 181 Kazakh nationals were
naturalized as South Korean citizens; the yearbook's by-
country naturalization table starts in 2011, but the row covering
all naturalization routes for this nationality begins only in 2014.
Annual numbers ranged from 4 in 2016 to 33 in 2024, the
highest year in the period. Between 2011 and 2024, 12 people
from Kazakhstan also had their Korean nationality restored, a
route open to those who once held Korean citizenship; none
did so in 2024. Against a resident population of 44,549 in
2024, these totals are small, and 1.3 percent of Kazakh
residents held permanent residence that year.

FIGURE 8
Naturalizations of Kazakh Nationals in South Korea, 2014-24

N w
o o
I I

—_
o
1

Naturalizations per year

o
I

2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2011-2024.

7 Unauthorized Residents

Kazakhstan is among the ten nationalities listed separately in
table 6-4 of the Ministry of Justice yearbook. The yearbook
counted 11,092 unauthorized Kazakh residents in 2019, 9,768
in 2021, 13,788 in 2023, and 11,306 in 2024. The 2024 figure
equals 25.4 percent of Kazakh resident foreigners (11,306 of
44,549), ranks seventh among nationalities, and makes up 2.8
percent of all 397,522 unauthorized residents that year (11,306
of 397,522). In 2019 the ratio to the resident population was
higher, at 32.0 percent (11,092 of 34,638).

Kazakh nationals can enter South Korea without a visa, and
9,066 were visa-exempt (B-1) visitors at the end of 2024. The
yearbook does not break down unauthorized residents by the
status on which they entered.
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8 Health and Well-being

To our knowledge, no published study reports health
outcomes for Kazakh nationals separately. The closest
evidence concerns Koryoin (Koryo-saram) in Gwangju, a group
that includes people from Kazakhstan and several other former
Soviet states. In a 2022-2024 population-based study, 165
Koryoin participants, 89.7 percent of them born in Central Asia
or Russia, had higher odds of high predicted cardiovascular
disease risk than age- and sex-matched native Koreans:
adjusted odds ratios of 1.77 (95% CI 113-2.79) on the
Framingham Risk Score and 1.89 (95% CI 1.10-3.23) on the
Pooled Cohort Equations (Yang et al., 2025).

In Gwangju's Koryoin Village, a volunteer free clinic opened in
March 2018 because many residents had difficulty obtaining
care due to health insurance eligibility problems (Hankook Iibo,
2018).

9 Migration from Kazakhstan to South
Korea

Labor migrants from Kazakhstan have long gone mainly to
Russia because of shared language and culture. A 2024 study
reports that migration to the United States, Germany, and
South Korea has grown in recent years (Chu 2024). We know
of no published source that reports the share of all Kazakh
emigrants who live in South Korea or Korea's rank among
destinations. Within Korea, Kazakh nationals made up about 31
percent of Central Asian nationals in 2023, second to Uzbek
nationals at about 60 percent (Chu 2024).

Kazakhstan has no record of Employment Permit System (EPS)
deployments to Korea. In 2023, 5,309 Kazakh nationals in
Korea held work visas; 5,146 of them held the H-2 visiting
employment visa for ethnic Koreans and 30 held the E-9 EPS
visa. The same year, 13,239 held F-4 overseas Korean status,
about 17 times the 2013 number (Chu 2024). Kazakh officials
cited in 2025 put the number of Kazakh nationals working in
Korea at about 15,000, of whom about 11,000 lacked legal
status (Times of Central Asia 2026).

No EPS Korean-language test (EPS-TOPIK) had been held in
Kazakhstan by August 2026, so there are no figures on
applicants or places. Before a first round, the two governments
had to sign a memorandum of understanding and set up the
test, which Kazakh officials said would take place at the
National Testing Center in Almaty (Times of Central Asia
2026).

South Korea is a mid-ranked source of remittances to
Kazakhstan. In the first three quarters of 2022, Korea ranked
third among sending countries with US$35.6 million (10.1
percent of the total), behind Russia and the United States. In
the same period of 2023 it ranked fourth with US$27.3 million
(11.6 percent), behind Russia, the United States, and Germany,
out of total inflows of US$236.2 million (Chu 2024, using IOM
data). Remittances are a small part of Kazakhstan's economy.
Personal remittances received equaled 0.083 percent of GDP
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in 2024, down from 0.116 percent in 2023 and 0.213 percent in
2022 (World Bank 2024), against a world average of 4.74
percent across 91 countries (TheGlobalEconomy.com 2026).

About 100,000 ethnic Koreans live in Kazakhstan. In August
1937 the Soviet government decided to move Koreans from
the Far East to Central Asia, and the first trains of deported
Koreans arrived in Kazakhstan that September (Korean
Embassy in Kazakhstan 2026). The first Koryo-saram
settlement in Kazakhstan was at Ushtobe, in the Almaty region
(Korea.net, 2019). As far as we know, no published source
reports the regions of Kazakhstan that Korea-bound migrants
come from.

A visa waiver agreement signed by South Korea and
Kazakhstan in November 2014 opened the way for direct
migration, according to the 2024 study. Kazakh nationals filed
2,094 refugee applications in Korea in 2023, 11.1 percent of the
18,837 total and second after Russian nationals, and in May
2023 Korean authorities arrested two Kazakh brokers and one
Tajik broker for arranging fraudulent refugee applications (Chu
2024). In 2024 Kazakhstan was the only Central Asian country
still in process for an EPS agreement; Uzbekistan had joined in
2006, Kyrgyzstan in 2007, and Tajikistan in 2024, while
Turkmenistan restricts overseas movement (Chu 2024).
Kazakhstan had sought EPS admission since 2023, and the
large number of undocumented Kazakh workers in Korea was
the main obstacle. The government in Astana prepared a
roadmap to reduce undocumented workers and to prevent
workers recruited under a future legal scheme from
overstaying (Times of Central Asia 2026).
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Research on Kazakh migrants in Korea is limited and mostly
treats Koryo-saram from several former Soviet states together.
An and Frigerio (2018) find that ethnic Korean migrants from
the Commonwealth of Independent States, although favored
by ethnicity-based visa policy, often take jobs outside the
sectors their visas permit because of limited Korean and higher
wages in the informal market, and face greater vulnerability at
work as a result. Song (2019) describes a hierarchy among co-
ethnics in which Korean-Chinese and Koryo-saram return
migrants from Uzbekistan experience discrimination and
alienation from South Koreans, and Koryo-saram, who lost
their Korean language ability, rank at the bottom. Lee (2023),
studying Koryo-saram from Uzbekistan, links their migration to
Korea with the compatriot visiting employment system opened
in 2007 and to ties to an ancestral homeland, within a
community divided into subgroups linked by transnational
networks. We are not aware of any study that examines
brokers, debt, marriage, or return among Kazakh nationals
specifically.

10 Community Organizations

None of the 1,717 migrant-serving organizations in the KIRD
census names Kazakhstan or Kazakh nationals in its name or
target group. Most general-purpose organizations, such as
multicultural family support centers and foreign worker support
centers, also serve Kazakh residents.

TABLE 4
Migration Indicators, Kazakhstan and South Korea

Indicator Value Source

Share of Central Asian nationals in Korea, 2023 About 31% (second after Uzbekistan) Chu (2024)
Kazakh nationals on work visas in Korea, 2023 5,309 (5,146 H-2; 30 E-9) Chu (2024)
Kazakh F-4 holders in Korea, 2023 13,239 Chu (2024)

Kazakh nationals working in Korea, 2025 (officials'
estimate)

EPS-TOPIK applicants

Remittances from Korea, January-September 2022
Remittances from Korea, January-September 2023

Personal remittances received, 2024

Refugee applications by Kazakh nationals in Korea, 2023

About 15,000, of whom about 11,000 without legal
status

No test held by August 2026

US$35.6 million (10.1%, 3rd)
US$27.3 million (11.6%, 4th)
0.083% of GDP

2,094 (11.1% of total, 2nd)

Times of Central Asia
(2026)

Times of Central Asia
(2026)

Chu (2024)
Chu (2024)
World Bank (2024)

Chu (2024)

Note: Remittance shares are of all remittances received by Kazakhstan in the period; ranks are among sending countries.

Source: Chu (2024), using Korea Immigration Service yearbooks and IOM data; Times of Central Asia (2026); World Bank World Development Indicators.

Korea has two large Koryo-saram neighborhoods. In
September 2022, about 18,000 Koryo-saram lived in Ansan,
6,000 to 7,000 of them in Ttaetgol Village (Namdo llbo, 2022).
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In 2024, about 100 shops in Gwangju's Koryoin Village

provided a living for about 500 Koryo-saram (Namdo lIbo,
2024). These counts include people from several former Soviet
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countries and are not broken down by nationality.

KAZAKH IMMIGRANTS IN SOUTH KOREA

About these profiles. The KIRD data profiles describe the twenty nationalities with more than 20,000 resident foreigners in South Korea in 2024 and
answer the questions asked most often about foreign residents. Figures come from the Korea Immigration Regional Dashboard (KIRD) dataset, built
from the Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks and the Ministry of the Interior and Safety foreign-resident statistics for 2006 to 2024
(https://doi.org/10.3886/E249944V1); context comes from the sources listed. Interactive maps and tables: https://immigrantsinkorea.today.
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