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Summary

At the end of 2024, 28,005 Japanese nationals were

registered foreigners in South Korea and 65,216 were

resident foreigners. Japan was the fourteenth-largest

nationality among registered foreigners (1.9 percent of

the total) and the tenth-largest among all resident

foreigners (2.5 percent). Among registered foreigners it

ranked tenth in 2006, twelfth in 2014, and thirteenth in

2019; among all resident foreigners it ranked seventh in

2006 and 2014 and sixth in 2019. The resident count

doubled from 43,207 in 2006 to a peak of 86,196 in 2019,

fell to 26,515 in 2020, and by 2024 had recovered to 75.7

percent of its 2019 level. That index was the lowest

among the 20 largest nationalities over 2019-24.

Highlights

Japanese nationals come to Korea through several channels.

Short visits under B-2 tourist and transit status make up the

largest share, followed by marriage migration (F-6), permanent

residence (F-5), study, corporate investment, and working

holiday visas. Korea's Employment Permit System for lower-

skilled workers has never included Japan among its sending

countries (Korea Employment Information Service, 2024). Of

the 65,216 resident Japanese in 2024, 28,005 (42.9 percent)

were registered foreigners living in Korea for more than 90

days.

Compared with all resident foreigners in 2024, Japanese

residents were more likely to be women (69.5 percent versus

45.1 percent), to be on short-term visit status (54.0 percent

versus 19.7 percent), and to live in Seoul, Incheon, or Gyeonggi

(66.1 percent versus 55.2 percent). Few had employment visas

(7.7 percent versus 19.2 percent) or overseas Korean status

(1.3 percent versus 24.5 percent). This Spotlight describes the

size, location, age and sex, visa status, naturalization, and

community institutions of Japanese residents in South Korea,

and migration from Japan to Korea.

BOX 1

Definitions

Resident foreigners (체류외국인). All foreign nationals in South

Korea on a valid status of stay on December 31 of the

reference year. The count includes short-term visitors and

overseas Koreans (F-4) who have reported their residence. It is

the headline population measure in this Spotlight.

Registered foreigners (등록외국인). Foreign nationals in South

Korea for more than 90 days who have registered with the

Ministry of Justice. They are a subset of resident foreigners.

Overseas Koreans on F-4 status report their place of residence

instead of registering and are not included. Province and

district figures in this Spotlight use registered foreigners.

Short-term visit (B-2). A short-term status of stay for tourism

and transit. Visitors on this status who were in the country on

December 31 are counted among resident foreigners.

Dissimilarity index (D). A measure of residential segregation

across districts that ranges from 0 (the group is spread across

districts in the same proportions as all other foreign residents)

to 1 (complete separation). It equals the share of the group

that would have to move to another district to match the

distribution of other foreign residents.

In 2024, Japan was the fourteenth-largest nationality

among registered foreigners in South Korea (28,005

people, 1.9 percent) and the tenth-largest among all

resident foreigners (65,216 people, 2.5 percent), down

from a peak of 86,196 resident foreigners in 2019.

Short-term visitors on B-2 status made up 53.9 percent

of Japanese residents in 2024, and Japanese nationals

made up 38.0 percent of all Working Holiday (H-1) visa

holders in the country.

Women accounted for 69.5 percent of Japanese

residents in 2024, compared with 45.1 percent of all

resident foreigners.
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Ethnic enclave. In this series, a district where the group's

location quotient (its share of the district's foreign residents

divided by its share of all foreign residents nationally) is at least

2 and where the group makes up at least 30 percent of the

district's foreign residents.

1 Size of the Population over Time

The number of Japanese resident foreigners in Korea rose

slowly from 43,207 in 2006 to 49,152 in 2014, then climbed to

86,196 in 2019 (see Figure 1). In 2020 the count fell to 26,515,

a drop of 59,681 people (69.2 percent) in one year. It rose to

46,741 in 2022, 58,438 in 2023, and 65,216 in 2024.

FIGURE 1

Japanese Resident Foreigners and Registered Foreigners in

South Korea, 2006-24

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

Registered foreigners changed much less. The registered

Japanese population grew from 17,682 in 2006 to 23,237 in

2014, 24,316 in 2019, and 28,005 in 2024. Registered

residents made up 28.2 percent of all resident Japanese in

2019 (24,316 of 86,196) and 42.9 percent in 2024. Most of the

rise and fall in the total came from short-term visitors.

Indexed to 2019, the Japanese population stood at 75.7 in

2024, the lowest value among the 20 largest nationalities in

Korea (see Figure 2). Among all resident foreigners, Japan

ranked seventh in 2014, sixth in 2019, and tenth in 2024.

Among registered foreigners, a count that excludes short-term

visitors, it ranked twelfth in 2014, thirteenth in 2019, and

fourteenth in 2024.

FIGURE 2

Japanese Resident Population Compared with the 19 Other

Largest Nationalities in South Korea, 2019-24 (2019 = 100)

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

TABLE 1

Japanese Residents in South Korea, Selected Years, 2006-24

Year

Resident

foreigners

Registered

foreigners

Registered as

share of resident

(%)

Rank among

resident

foreigners

Rank among

registered

foreigners

Share of all

resident

foreigners (%)

Share of all

registered

foreigners (%)

2006 43,207 17,682 40.9 7 10 4.7 2.8

2014 49,152 23,237 47.3 7 12 2.7 2.1

2019 86,196 24,316 28.2 6 13 3.4 1.9

2024 65,216 28,005 42.9 10 14 2.5 1.9

Note: Registered as share of resident is registered foreigners divided by resident foreigners. Resident foreigners include short-term visitors and overseas Koreans (F-4) who

reported their residence; registered foreigners are long-term residents who registered with the Ministry of Justice.

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

2 Distribution by Province and District

Location data cover the 28,005 Japanese registered

foreigners in 2024. Seoul was home to 10,395 of them (37.1

percent), and Incheon and Gyeonggi to another 8,103 (28.9

percent). Yeongnam accounted for 15.9 percent,

Chungcheong for 8.5 percent, Honam for 6.5 percent, and
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Gangwon and Jeju for 3.1 percent (see Figure 3). In total, 66.1

percent lived in the Seoul capital area, compared with 55.2

percent of all foreign residents.

Japanese residents were less likely than other foreign

residents to live in rural counties (gun), at 7.6 percent

compared with 10.6 percent of all foreign residents. The rural

share was highest in Honam (34.0 percent) and in Gangwon

and Jeju (25.4 percent).

In 2024, 87 districts had at least 100 Japanese registered

residents. The ten largest accounted for 24.8 percent of the

group, and eight of them were in Seoul. Mapo-gu (1,118),

Yongsan-gu (937), and Seodaemun-gu (818) had the most

(see Figure 4). Outside Seoul, the largest communities were in

Hwaseong-si (652) and Asan-si (456).

The group made up its highest share of local foreign residents

in Gapyeong-gun in Gyeonggi, where 362 Japanese residents

were 28.1 percent of the district's registered foreigners.

Seongnam-si Bundang-gu (11.0 percent), Mapo-gu (9.9

percent), Guri-si (9.3 percent), and Gangnam-gu (9.1 percent)

followed. No district met the enclave definition used in this

series (a location quotient of at least 2 and at least 30 percent

of the district's foreign residents) in 2024.

FIGURE 3

Japanese Registered Foreigners in South Korea by Region,

2024

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice registered-foreigner statistics by

district, 2024.

FIGURE 4

Japanese Registered Foreigners in South Korea by District, 2024

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice registered-foreigner statistics by district, 2024.

The dissimilarity index for Japanese residents fell from 0.288 in

2014 to 0.255 in 2024. About a quarter of the group would

have had to change districts in 2024 to match the distribution

of other foreign residents.

3 Age and Sex

Women made up 69.5 percent of Japanese residents in 2024

(45,320 of 65,216), up from 68.6 percent in 2019. Among all

resident foreigners, 45.1 percent were women (see Figure 5).
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TABLE 2

Ten Districts with the Most Japanese Registered Foreigners, 2024

District Province Japanese residents Share of district's foreign residents (%)

Mapo-gu Seoul 1,118 9.9

Yongsan-gu Seoul 937 7.0

Seodaemun-gu Seoul 818 5.2

Dongdaemun-gu Seoul 765 3.9

Gwanak-gu Seoul 694 3.9

Hwaseong-si Gyeonggi-do 652 1.3

Gangnam-gu Seoul 532 9.1

Gwangjin-gu Seoul 517 3.1

Asan-si Chungcheongnam-do 456 1.9

Seongbuk-gu Seoul 451 3.3

Note: Counts are registered foreigners. The ten districts together accounted for 24.8 percent of Japanese registered foreigners in 2024.

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice registered-foreigner statistics by district, 2024.

The largest five-year age group in 2024 was 25-29, and the

median fell in the 35-39 group. Adults aged 20 to 39 made up

42.8 percent of Japanese residents, compared with 49.7

percent of all resident foreigners. Children under 15 were 7.8

percent (5,066 children), above the 5.7 percent share among

all resident foreigners. People aged 60 and older were 11.7

percent, compared with 12.9 percent overall.

Between 2019 and 2024 the number of children under age 5

fell from 1,808 to 1,043. The population aged 50 and older fell

less, from 21,143 to 18,831, and its share of the group rose

from 24.5 percent to 28.9 percent.

FIGURE 5

Japanese Residents in South Korea by Age and Sex, 2024

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

4 Visa Status

FIGURE 6

Visa Groups of Japanese Residents and All Resident

Foreigners in South Korea, 2024

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

In 2024, 54.0 percent of Japanese residents were on a short-

term visit status, nearly three times the share among all

resident foreigners (19.7 percent). Marriage and family visas

accounted for 17.6 percent (13.6 percent for all resident

foreigners) and permanent residence for 10.8 percent (7.7

percent overall). Employment visas (7.7 percent), study and
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training visas (6.7 percent), and overseas Korean status (1.3

percent) were all less common than among resident foreigners

as a whole (see Figure 6).

The number of B-2 visitors fell from 60,640 in 2019 to 35,142

in 2024, a decline of 25,498 that exceeds the group's overall

decline of 20,980 (86,196 minus 65,216). Japanese nationals

were 23.0 percent of all B-2 holders in Korea in 2024, the

second-largest nationality on that status. Over the same

period, holders of marriage migrant visas (F-6) rose from 7,026

to 9,553, students (D-2) from 1,929 to 2,826, and working

holiday participants (H-1) from 1,076 to 1,445 (see Figure 7).

Japanese nationals accounted for a large share of two visa

types. In 2024 they were 38.0 percent of all Working Holiday

(H-1) visa holders and 19.2 percent of all Corporate Investment

(D-8) visa holders in Korea.

FIGURE 7

Japanese Residents in South Korea by Visa Type, 2006-24

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

5 Migration Channels and Policy

Japan is not a sending country under the Employment Permit

System (E-9), which recruited lower-skilled workers from 17

countries as of 2024 (Korea Employment Information Service,

2024). Young Japanese adults can work in Korea under the

reciprocal Working Holiday program, which Korea extended to

Japan in April 1999 after Australia (1995) and Canada (1996)

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Korea, 2024). Japanese

applicants must be 18 to 25 years old, or up to 30 in

unavoidable circumstances, and may remain in Korea for one

year (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Korea, 2026).

TABLE 3

Main Visa Types Held by Japanese Residents in South Korea, 2019 and 2024

Visa Meaning 2019 2024

Share of Japanese residents, 2024

(%)

Japanese share of all holders in Korea, 2024

(%)

B-2 Tourist and transit 60,640 35,142 53.9 23.0

F-6 Marriage migration 7,026 9,553 14.6 6.4

F-5 Permanent residence 7,512 7,036 10.8 3.5

D-2 Student 1,929 2,826 4.3 1.6

D-8 Corporate

investment

1,830 1,609 2.5 19.2

D-4 General trainee 1,118 1,466 2.2 1.7

H-1 Working holiday 1,076 1,445 2.2 38.0

Note: Shares of Japanese residents use the 2024 total of 65,216.

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.
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Marriage is the other main long-term channel. A 2014 count

cited in a Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs journal

placed Japan third among the nationalities of marriage

migrants in Korea, at 8.1 percent, after China (41.4 percent) and

Vietnam (26.4 percent) (Kim et al., 2015). National marriage

statistics for 2025 show 1,483 marriages between Korean men

and Japanese women, up 26.1 percent from 1,176 in 2024, and

190 marriages between Korean women and Japanese men, up

29.3 percent from 147 (Korea.net, 2026).

At their August 23, 2025 summit, President Lee Jae-myung

and Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba agreed to raise the limit on

Working Holiday participation from one time to two times

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Korea, 2025).

6 Naturalization

Between 2014 and 2024, 287 Japanese nationals naturalized

as Korean citizens. Annual counts ranged from 14 in 2019 to 44

in 2015, with 24 in 2024 (see Figure 8).

Restoration of Korean nationality, which applies to people who

once had Korean nationality, was more common than

naturalization. Over 2011-24, 847 Japanese nationals restored

Korean nationality, about 3.0 times the number who

naturalized (847 divided by 287). There were 113 restorations

in 2024.

7 Unauthorized Residents

The Ministry of Justice yearbook (table 6-4) reports

unauthorized residents separately only for the ten largest

nationalities, and Japan is not among them, so no count for

Japanese nationals is published. The yearbook reports

397,522 unauthorized residents of all nationalities in 2024.

8 Health and Well-being

To our knowledge, no published source reports clinical or

survey health measures for Japanese nationals in Korea

separately. Two qualitative studies focus on Japanese

marriage migrant women.

An ethnographic study of 10 Japanese marriage migrant

women in rural communities, with fieldwork from August 2017

to June 2018, grouped their adaptation into five cultural

domains (practicing the doctrine, accepting the difference,

redemption, true home, and confronting reality). The author

described the central process as overcoming differences and

conflicts between Korea and Japan to achieve a true family

(An, 2018).

Semi-structured interviews with 13 Japanese marriage migrant

women in South Korea found that their postmigration

experiences and emotional responses were tied to media

coverage, politics between the two countries, gender roles,

parenting ideologies, and family relations (Takeda, 2023).

FIGURE 8

Naturalization of Japanese Nationals in South Korea, 2014-24

Source: KIRD dataset, from Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks, 2006-2024.

9 Migration from Japan to South Korea

Japan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs counted 1,293,097

Japanese nationals living abroad as of October 1, 2024. The

United States (413,380, or 32.0 percent), Australia (104,141, or

8.1 percent), and China (97,538, or 7.5 percent) were the three

largest destinations, and South Korea accounted for 3.3

percent (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 2024a). The

ministry's count for South Korea was 43,064 (Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of Japan, 2024b). This figure comes from

Japan's own survey of citizens abroad and uses a different

definition from Korea's counts of 65,216 resident foreigners

and 28,005 registered foreigners at the end of 2024.

Secondary reports of the 2024 survey disagree on South

Korea's exact rank among destinations, so this Spotlight

reports no rank.

Japan is not a sending country under Korea's Employment

Permit System, and migration from Japan to Korea takes place

outside Korea's quota-based system for lower-skilled workers

(Center for Global Development, 2024). There are therefore no

figures on deployments of Japanese workers to Korea or on

EPS applicants and places for Japan.

Personal remittances received by Japan equaled 0.11 percent

of its GDP in 2024 (World Bank, 2024) and 0.11 percent in 2025

(TheGlobalEconomy.com, 2025). The available bilateral

estimates describe money sent out of Japan. In the World

Bank and KNOMAD estimates for 2021, South Korea was one

of the five largest recipients of remittances from Japan,

together with China, Vietnam, the Philippines, and Thailand

(Statista, 2021). KNOMAD has not updated these bilateral

estimates since then. The same estimates put remittances

sent from South Korea to Japan at about US$145.7 million in

2021 (World Bank, 2021).

We know of no published breakdown of Korea-bound

Japanese migrants by prefecture of origin in Japan. Sociologist

Imasato Hajime reported in a 2025 interview that about two-

thirds of Japanese residents in Korea live in the Seoul capital

region (JBpress, 2025), close to the 66.1 percent of Japanese

registered foreigners in Seoul, Incheon, and Gyeonggi in the

KIRD data for 2024. Imasato also reported that men
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outnumbered women among Japanese residents until the

1980s, that the sex ratio reversed in 1993, and that the female

share rose after the Korean Wave of the early 2000s to about

80 percent (JBpress, 2025). In the KIRD data, women were

69.5 percent of Japanese resident foreigners in 2024.

One group of women came through marriages arranged by the

Unification Church. About 13,000 Japanese women moved to

Korea through this channel from the 1990s, of whom about

6,000 later returned to Japan and about 7,000 remained in

Korea, mostly in rural areas, as of 2023 (Asahi Shimbun, 2023).

The main bilateral mobility agreement is the Working Holiday

program, which the 1998 Japan-South Korea Joint Declaration

committed both governments to introduce from April 1999

(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 1998). On the Japanese

side, the government suspended visa-free entry for South

Korean nationals and the validity of their existing visas from

March 9, 2020, and resumed visa waivers for 68 countries and

regions, including South Korea, on October 11, 2022, for visits

of up to 90 days (Korea Herald, 2022).

TABLE 4

Migration indicators, Japan and South Korea

Indicator Value Source

Japanese nationals living abroad, October 2024 1,293,097 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan,

2024a

Share of Japanese abroad living in South Korea, October 2024 (%) 3.3 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan,

2024a

Japanese nationals in South Korea, Japan's count, October 2024 43,064 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan,

2024b

Japanese resident foreigners in South Korea, Korea's count, December 2024 65,216 KIRD dataset

Employment Permit System sending country No Center for Global Development, 2024

Personal remittances received by Japan, 2024 (% of GDP) 0.11 World Bank, 2024

South Korea among the top five recipients of remittances from Japan, 2021 Yes Statista, 2021

Japanese women who moved to Korea through Unification Church marriages since the

1990s

About

13,000

Asahi Shimbun, 2023

Source: Sources listed in the table.

Research on Japanese migrants in Korea has concentrated on

marriage migrant women. A study of Japanese wives living

permanently in Korea classified their marriage motives as

economic necessity, romantic love, and religious affiliation, and

found that motives shifted over time toward love-based

partner choice (Kim, 2007). A survey of 106 Japanese

marriage migrant women identified three common types of

everyday microaggression and found that the women's

emotional reactions varied with length of residence in Korea,

closeness to the speaker, and national identity (Narita & Jang,

2020). Takeda observed that most research on Japanese-

Korean marriages has studied Korean wives in Japan, with little

on Japanese wives in Korea (Takeda, 2023). A book based on

life-story interviews describes Japanese people who moved to

Korea as lifestyle migrants, covers their motives, living

conditions, and community, and treats this flow as distinct

from labor or marriage migration (Imasato, 2025). Korean press

coverage attributed the 40.2 percent rise in marriages

between Korean men and Japanese women in 2024 to Korean

Wave content and to perceptions of the income gap and

marriage costs between the two countries (Seoul Economic

Daily, 2026).

10 Community Organizations

The Japanese School in Seoul, founded on May 8, 1972,

teaches the children of Japanese citizens living in Korea. It

moved from Gaepo-dong, Gangnam-gu, to its current site in

Sangam-dong, Mapo-gu, around 2010 (Korea International

School Information Service; Consulate General of the Republic

of Korea in Boston, 2008). Mapo-gu and Yongsan-gu were the

two districts with the most Japanese registered foreigners in

2024.

Buyonghoe is a mutual aid association first formed by

Japanese-born wives who remained in Korea after 1945. It

began as Yayoi-kai, was renamed in 1965, and took its current

name in 1966. It once had about 550 members in 9 branches;

a small number of elderly members survive, some living at a

nursing facility for Japanese wives in Gyeongju (Ryu, n.d.).

None of the 1,717 migrant-serving organizations in the KIRD

census names Japanese residents in its name or target group.

Most general-purpose organizations, such as multicultural

family support centers, also serve Japanese residents.
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About these profiles. The KIRD data profiles describe the twenty nationalities with more than 20,000 resident foreigners in South Korea in 2024 and

answer the questions asked most often about foreign residents. Figures come from the Korea Immigration Regional Dashboard (KIRD) dataset, built

from the Ministry of Justice immigration yearbooks and the Ministry of the Interior and Safety foreign-resident statistics for 2006 to 2024

(https://doi.org/10.3886/E249944V1); context comes from the sources listed. Interactive maps and tables: https://immigrantsinkorea.today.

Suggested citation: Korea Immigration Regional Dashboard (KIRD). 2026. “Japanese Immigrants in South Korea.” Foreign Residents in South Korea series,

September 2026. Data: Korea Immigration Regional Dashboard (KIRD) dataset, https://doi.org/10.3886/E249944V1. Interactive maps and tables:

https://immigrantsinkorea.today.
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